The neurobiology of aging: does it predispose to depression?
This review examines the various research approaches undertaken to investigate possible central nervous system correlates of major depressive illness and relates findings from these studies to the alterations in central nervous system and neuroendocrine function that normally accompany aging in humans. The topics reviewed include: epidemiology of depression and suicide in the elderly; monoamine theories of depression; neuroendocrine disturbances in depression; and imaging studies.